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The Chronicle
carolyn M::::Ma.rtin, W:xxlliridge, Virginia

Editor' 5 Note: Carolyn r-t::Ma.rtin is an ind.ependent scholar who has
undertaken the project of translating N. N. Gusev I 5 Olronology of
the Life and WJrk of Lev Nikolaevich Tolstoy, a Y.Qrk that will be
exceptionally useful to 'TOlstoy scholars.

Gusev has chronicled Tolstoy I 5 daily life as represented. in the
usual sources such as Tolstoy's diaries and letters. He has also
drawn on rrerroirs, official dcx:::urrents, letters written by those who
knew Tolstoy, and other rraterials, arrl has included detailed docu
rrentation. '!hus, a t;:erson researching, say, Tolstoy's quarrel with
'I\.1rgenev can find , as only one example of this long-running dis
pute, the folla.ving entry for 6 February 1856:

"over dinner at Nekrasov's 'Iblstoy sharply attacked the
views of George sand on the w:mID question, setting him
at 103'gerheads with TUrgenev. (Diary, 7 Feb. i 1\lrgenev' 5
letter to V. P. Botkin dated 8 Feb. 1856, V. P. Botkin
and 1. S. 'I\1rgenev. Unp.Jblished COrrespondence, "Academia,"
M-L, 1930, pp. 78-9; Nekrasov's letter to Botkin dated
7 Feb. 1856, Nekr., X, No. 220; D. V. Grigorovich, Lit
erary lvBToirs, carplete Collected Wons, Vol. XIII,
Marks, StP, W. 326-7.) Note: In Tolstoy's Diary, the
quarrel with 'I\.1rgenev is noted as having been on 7 Feb.
1856, while Nekrasov and 'I\lrgenev date it in their let
ters as on 6 February. We believe that Nekrasov and
'I\.1rgenev are correct, as Tolstoy's note \YaS arrong others
which he made for several days at once arrl thus might be
incorrect. "

As I continued my translation, I tegan to \<'onder how Gusev
carre to undertake the coopiling of this chronology. I fOl.llld sur
prisingly little ab:Jut him in 'Iblstoy biog-raphies other than his
connection with Tolstoy's last years. Gusev is rrentioned briefly
in connection with Tolstoy dictating thoughts to him. By assem
bling the bits and pieces al::out Gusev scattered throughout the
'Iblstoy literature, I have managed to construct the follCMi..rq
brief treatrrent of his life.

In the intrcrluction to his ThlO Years With L. N. Tolstoy, Gusev
tells us that he first becarre acquainted with the 'WOrk of Tolstoy
in 1901 when he read '!he GospelS in Brief. He \YaS 19 years old,
a rrarxist and revolutionary by his own definition, arrl he admits
that he read. the book primarily because it had. been barmed. Marx
ist philosophy, h~ver, did not satisfy him in a nora! sense.
"Having accepted the teaching that everything in the 'WOrld in gen
eral, and in my life in particular, happens according to inevitable
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historical laws on which my will can exert no influence, I lost
any kind of reasonable direction and feeling of responsibility for
my actions ... " He had had a very religious upbringing, he tells
us, and althoogh he had lost his faith under the inluence of
marxism, he retained "those high rroral ideals which are the basis
of faith."

Before reading 1he Gospels in Brief, Gusev had ccrre to the con
clusion that rroral dem3.nds rrust serve as the Il\3.in guide in life,
but he had not defined just ~t those noral darands are and what
they are based on. He did not expect to find the ~r in 'Iblstoy,
J::::ecause he had been "prejudiced against Tolstoy by revolutionary
literature, primarily because of his advocacy of nonresistance to
evil. Fran the v.ords of revolutionary writers I acquired the idea
that nonresistance to evil rreant sutmissiveness to evil, reconcilia
tion with it."

'lhe Gospels in Brief staggered Qlsev with its power. It~
pletely satisfied "those rroral questions which had forced me: to
renounce blind. faith in materialistic philosophy." He began to
read literary criticism alx>ut 'Iblstoy. It wasn't until 0..0 years
later, in 1903, that he finally wrote to Tolstoy expressing his
admiration for him and his "-'Jrk. '!\oK) ~s later he received an
ansv.er written by Aleksandra Tolstaya, and a rronth later 'lblstoy
himself sent a letter. In mid-septerrber 1903, Gusev visited Tolstoy,
and fran that visit a corresporrlence regan.

A note to the 26 O;tober 1907 entry in Tolstoy' s diary says
that Gusev began ~rking for the Posrednik publishing house in 1905.
Gusev seans to have ~n the confidence of Vladimir Chertkov, which
was, of COJI"se I essential to anyone who wished to l:::lE!care close to
Tolstoy at the end of his life. In 1907, when Chertkov found it
necessary to return to England on business, he suggested that Tolstoy
invite Gusev to be his secretary, helping with correspondence and
other duties. Gusev accepted this invitation and noved into the
house at Aleksandra' s estate at 'Ielyatinki which was 3 versts fran
Yasnaya Polyana.

Gusev was arrested twice because of his connection with 'Iblstoy.
In Ct::tober 1907 he was arrested. on the basis of runors that he held
gatherings in his rcx::rn in which the Tsar was abusively rrentioned.
In 'lbe Tragedy of Tolstoy, Aleksandra Tolstaya relates that a search
of his rcx::rn revealed copies of Tolstoy's article "'Ihe CXl.e 'Ihing Needed., II

in which Gusev had inserted the passages which the censor had prohibi
ted, nost of which were unfavorable references to the Tsar. Gusev
was sent to Krapivna, thirty versts fran Yasnaya Polyana. Tolstoy in
tervened with authorities on Gusev's behalf I and after ~ nonths'
arrest, he was released.

On 4 August 1909, Gusev was once again arrested and exiled. to
Cherdyn, charged with "propagating revolutionary ideas." Aleksandra
Tolstaya suggests that "the governrrent continued to fight my father,
not by interfering with him personally, but by persecuting his friends.
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It v.ould have been irrp:)ssible to invent a worse p..mishrrent for him."
'Iblstoy onc:e again tried to intervene with authorities on Gusev t 5

behalf I but this tirre he was unsuccessful in obtaining Gusev I 5 re
lease.

In her biography of Tolstoy's wife Sonya, Ann Edwards says
that Aleksandra was "intensely jealoos of Gusev's privileged posi
tion" in her father's life. Unfortunately, Ms. Edwards does not
docu:rrent her bJok, and there is no way of assessing the validity of
that assertion other than to look at Aleksandra' 5 awn staterrents
alxlut Qlsev. In '!he Tragedy of Tolstoy, Aleksandra carplains that
Q.lsev noted down all the intimate details of our life," depriving
the Tolstoy family of the "camon hurran satisfaction of living un
observed." She descril::es haY' he "shook his head judiciously and
left the rcx:rn" one night, expressing disapproval of a song about
the passion of love, saying "it's so characteristic of the sur
roundings in which Tolstoy lives." She criticizes the letters he
wrote on her father I 5 behalf to people who had written to 'Iblstoy
with questions. Fran these exanples it is difficult to tell just
what Aleksandra' s true attitude toward Gusev was, for by the tine
she was writing this, nearly 25 years had passed since her father's
death, and she would have~ of the \IiOrk that Gusev was doing
to preserve information alxlut her father's life and work.

In addition to 'I\o.o Years With L.N. Tolstoy, Gusev ~iled a
farr-volurre series entitled L.N. Tolstoy: Material for a Biography,
the volurres covering the years 1828-1855, 1855-1869, 1870-1881,
1881-1885. He died before he could cartllete this series. A
small fifth volure covering the years 1886-1892 was published in
1979 under the authorship of L.D. Opulskaya, Gusev's assistant.

Gusev canpiled the chronology of Tolstoy's life, a Oo.Q-volure
v.ork entitled Chronicle of the Life and Work of L.N. Tolstoy, the
first volurre covering the years 1828-1890, and the second volurre
covering 1891-1910. This is an essential reference work for all
Tolstoy scholars. Gusev has consulted and incorp:>rated into the
chrooolO3Y many v.orks which are unavailable to scholars outside
the Soviet Union. It is the definitive source for dates. It is
fran Gusev that I verified the date of his arrest in 1909 which
has been variously reported as 4 August and 5 August. In Gusev
1Ne can find exact dates of births, deaths, and other significant
events in the lives of those who were close to Tolstoy. For ex
arrple, Tolstoy's father, Nikolay Ilich, was rom on 26 June 1794;
was liberated in Paris on 19 March 1814; was discharged on 14
March 1819; married Mllya Nikolayevna Volkonskaya on 9 July 1822,
and so on. Regarding Tolstoy's rrother, 1Ne learn that her death
on 4 August 1830 was recorded as resulting fran "fever"; and
that Yuliya Mikhaylovna O::Jareva, a family friend who was present
when she died, wrote a 1:xx:>k entitied Voice of the Past in which
she described the cause of death as a "nervous fever I" rreaning
that the illness lasted only a few days.
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As an exarrple of the paths this type of research can lead to,
I had noted a reference to Yu. M. Ogareva in Shklovsky's book:
"Ogarev was another frequent visitor, and the children did not
know that Ogarev's wife and their father were !overs"(53). Gusev
makes not mention of this relationship in the chronicle, but does
relate the following in Material for a Biography, 1828-1855:
"After his wife's death, N.l. Tolstoy did not enter into a second
marriage. There is saTe information about his passion for his
neighbor, Yuliya Mikhaylovna Ogareva, the wife of the ~er of the
CMner of the estate of Telyatinki. .• retired Lieutenant Colonel
Ivan Mikhaylovish Ogarev" (96). Telyatinki is the estate which
later passed to Tolstoy I 5 daughter Aleksandra.
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Cynthia Asquith, Married to Tolstoy, Boston: Houghton, Mifflin,
1961.
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My interest in Gusev led rre to the decision to begin a publica
tion - a sort of newsletter - based on Qlsev chronology. I called
it '!he Tolstoy Chronicle. '!he following is an extract frem the
first issue.



51

[Editor's note: the Chronicle begins W1th a long entry for 1828,
the year of Tolstoy I 5 birth.]

1830

2 March 1830: 'rtle birth of Mariya Nikolayevna Tolstaya (died 6 April
1912) . (T .A. Yergolskaya' 5 noteb:x:>k, Q11'i letter frem M.N. Tolstaya
to L.N. Tolstoy, 3 March 1851, =>
Note: In the Rachak Village Church Registry of Births, M3.rriages,
and Deaths (Q1l'), the birth of M.N. 'I'Olstaya, daughter is antedated
7 March.

4 August 1830: 'n1e death of Tolstoy' 5 rrother, Mariya Nikolayevna
Tolstaya. IT.A. Yergolskaya '5 noteb:x:>k, Gfr)

Note: In the Kochak Village Church Registry of Births, Marriages,
and Deaths (Q11'), the death of M.N. Tolstaya "fran fever" is ante
dated 7 August 1830. In the rraroirs of Yu. M. Cgareva, who was
present at the death of Tolstoy I 5 rrother, the cause of death is
said to have :been "nervous fever," which is to say that the illness
lasted only a few days. (Voice of the Past, 1914, 11, p. 113).

1832

15 March, 1832: The date of the extract fran the journal of the
'I\1la Nobility Deputy Assembly concerning the financial position of
Nikolay Ilich Tolstoy. In the various villages of 'I\lla and Orlov
provinces, "793 male and 800 female souls" of serf peasants, in
cluding 219 "souls" in the village of Yasnaya Polyana were inclu
ded in his accounting. ("For the Biography of L. No Tolstoy,"
Russkaya mysl, 1911, 4, pp. 108-110)

1833

Tolstoy is transferred to the supervision of F 0 I 0 Rossel, his old
er brothers' tutor. (My Life)

Note: FoI. Rossel is portrayed in Childhood and Youth as Karl
Ivanovich Mauer 0

1833-1834

Nikolenka Tolstoy announced to his brothers that he knew- the se
cret of hoo to make it so that /?€Ople knew no unhappiness, never
argued or got angI)', and all v.ould love one another and would al
ways be happy 0 "He told us this secret was written on a green
stick, and this stick was buried by the road at the edge of the
ravine of the "Old Forest Reserve 0" (Reminiscences, ch 0 "Fanfaron
Mountain·1

)

*Trans1ation copyright 1987 I Carolyn ~in
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Note: TI1e "Old Forest Reserve" was the narre of the forested section
half a kilareter frcm the Yasnaya Polyana house. Tolstoy willed
that he should l::e buried at this place r which he was.

1835

The earliest preserved exartq)le of 'Iblstoy's handwriting is in a
note1:x:::ok entitled "Child's Play. '!he First Part. Natural History.
Written by. C.L.NLTo." (i.e., Count Lev Nikolayevich Tolstoy).

This notetxJok contains a short description of seven types of birds:
the eagle, falcon, owl, parrot, peacock, hurnningbird, and rooster
IJub. 90)

1835-1836 I?)

Fedor rvanovich Tolstoy - the Anerican - arrived at Yasnaya Polyana.
"I remember his beautiful face: tanned, clean-shaven, with thick
white side-whiskers to the corners of his rrouth, and similar curly
white hair. I 'MJUld very rruch like to tell al:x:>ut this unusual,
felonious and attractive uncamon m31l." (Reminiscences, ch. "Brother
seryozha")

1836

Tolstoy read Pushkin' 5 p:>ems "To the sea" and "Na-pJleon" aloud to
his father, wno was struck by his inspired reading. (Reminiscences,
ch. III; S.A. Tolstaya, Material for a Biography of L.N. Tolstoy,
=)

GfI'=State Musel.m1 of L.N. Tolstoy in M:::>SCCM

'!he above is a translation of N.N. Gusev·s C1ronicle of the Life and
Work of Lev Nikolayevich Tolstoy, 1828-1890, M:lsccw: Khud. lit., 1958.

I sent out advertiserrents offering '!he Tolstoy Chronicle to colleges
and universities with Russian studies depa.rtrrents, but the lack of
resp::mse at that tine caused Ire to suspend my efforts on the news
letter. I have continued my translation of the chronolON, and I
invite anyone who is interested in my work to write to Ire at the fol
lowing address:

carolyn McMartin
13309 Nickelson
WOcrlbridge, VA 22193




